Montgomery County Fire and Rescue Service 

Special Operations Section 
Swift Water Group 

Flooding Pre-Deployment Guidelines 

This document should be utilized in determining the criteria, staffing and equipment required in deploying water rescue resources to address flooding conditions as a result of a storm.  This guide should be utilized in conjunction with communications with the team’s duty officer and/or leader. 

The following are considerations for team pre-deployment; 

1) Size of Storm

2) Path and speed of Storm

3) Type of impact area 

4) Duration of storm 

5) Pre-deployment timeframe of team & callback

6) Potential rainfall of Storm 

7)
Pre-deployment location of strike teams  

Storm condition size up; the most accurate method in determining the potential for flooding is to access the NWS web link (WWW.erh.noaa.gov/marfc/Water/PITFFGMD.html ). This link provides an accurate chart which identifies the amount of rainfall required to produce flooding and is based on rainfall and current ground saturation.  The items below can be considered a bench mark or trigger for determining the probability of flooding and resource pre-deployment; an announcement of approaching storm watch or warning, More than one inch in a hour, 1 inch of rainfall per hour for more than 1 hour. (note: on average streams crest approximately 1 hour after rainfall ceases)   

    

 Staffing Requirements
Strike team boat requirements: consists of two boats. 
Personnel requirements (minimum staffing);1 boat crew member and one operator for each boat.  
Personnel requirements (desired staffing); consists of 1 crew member and 2 operators. This configuration is best utilized for potential long term operations.       
Deployment Options

1) Strike team location should be based on potential storm/flooding impact area and a storage area for the equipment and personnel.  In addition the amount of teams deployed should be based on storm potential.      

2) County coverage can be completed with one of the following;

a. 2 Strike teams deployment.  The Strike teams can be left in place or pre-positioned to stations 29 and either station 4 or 40. NOTE: Leaving the two Strike teams @ 10 and 30 severely limits response flexibility to areas likely to flood.  
b. 3 Strike teams deployment. Strike teams @ FS 29, 4 or 40 and 26 
C.   4 Strike teams deployment. Strike teams @ FS 29, 4 or 40, 26 and 14. 

NOTE: Optimum configuration provides even geographic coverage and ability to cover areas which may be isolated by closed roads.
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