DC to Seneca,  River rescue sites
DC to Seneca,  River rescue sites            7/03   P. Cacopardo

Algonkian Regional Park
Boat Access: Water level <7.5 & > 9.0   Seneca  Left on Falls,  





Left on River, Left on Rileys lock Rd.  Water level 7.5 - 9.0  

Map #




Tschiffeley Mill Rd    Left on Falls,  Left on River, 
Left on






Tschiffeley Mill Rd.  cross canal turn Right, take path down bank to ADC MC 25 H11


water, do not put trailer wheels in water due to sharp drop.

Travel Route: Seneca Upstream on Virginia shore just past the first 




Island. Tschiffeley Mill Rd same as Seneca.

Aqueduct Dam


Land Access:  Great Falls Park   Right on Falls, Right on 






MacArthur to Park.  The Aqueduct Dam can be seen from the 

Map #




Observation Deck.

ADC MC 33 H8

Beall’s Island


Boat Access: Water level >7.2 trailer launch, 7.2 – 5.0 hand launch   




Swain’s lock  Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on Swains’s lock Rd. Map #




Cross canal and drive through
woods.  






Water level <7.2  trailer launch at Pennyfield          

ADC MC 33 J4


Water level >5.0 Aqueduct tunnel impassable, use bird sanctuary      




Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on Pennyfield Lock Rd. 

Travel Route: Swains lock  Downstream,  2nd large Island,

Pennyfield  Downstream past Watkins Island, 2nd large Island.

Bear Island



Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to 





launch first (no turnaround room). 

Map #




Travel Route: On river  go upstream,  Bear Island is on the right 






From MD chute to Rocky Island.  On Canal  go upstream to 
ADC MC 33 J11 


widewater, Bear Island is on the left up to Catfish Hole.

Land Access:  Anglers Inn   
Travel Route: drive across canal turn right go to vehicle bridge at Widewater, Bear Island is on left (no vehicle turnaround). 
Great Falls Park  Right on Falls, Right on MacArthur to Park.  Travel Route: drive across canal, turn left, go  to floodgate, Bear Island is on the right.  Backup to O deck path for turnaround.

Berma Road


Land Access:
Anglers Inn   





Travel Route: gate at upper parking lot opens to Berma Road, 
Map #         



(vehicle turnaround at end).

ADC MC 34 A12


Great Falls Park  Right on Falls, Right on MacArthur to Park.  


   


Travel Route: drive across canal, turn left go to floodgate,
ADC MC 33 H10 


cross footbridge over canal to Berma Road.  Backup to O deck path for vehicle turnaround.

Billy Goat Trail (sect. A)

Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to 





launch first (no turnaround room).  




Map #




Travel Route: upstream,  Billy Goat Trail runs along the 





downstream shore of Bear island and then upstream from the MD 

ADC MC 33 H10


chute to Rocky Island. 


to



Land Access North end: Great Falls Park  Right on Falls, Right on 
ADC MC 33 K12 


MacArthur to Park. 
Travel Route: drive across canal, turn left go to floodgate, Billy Goat Trail is on the right.  

Land Access South end: Anglers Inn   
Travel Route: drive across canal turn right Billy Goat Trail is on left at beginning of  Widewater.
Billy Goat Trail ( marker  1 )
Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to 





launch first (no turnaround room).  

Map #




Travel Route: upstream to Mather Gorge, enter Billy Goat Trail as





far upstream as possible. Take Billy Goat Trail upstream to marker 1. 

ADC MC 33 H10


Land Access:  Great Falls Park  Right on Falls, Right on 






MacArthur to Park. 





Travel Route: drive across canal turn left, drive to floodgate, take     




Billy Goat Trail on right toward river, go to trail marker 1.

Billy Goat Trail ( marker  2 )
Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to 





launch first (no turnaround room).  

Map #




Travel Route: upstream to Spitzbergen Rock. Trail marker is where Spitzbergen trail meets the Billy Goat Trail. 
ADC MC 33 J12


Land Access:  Anglers Inn   










Travel Route:  drive across canal turn right, just past vehicle bridge       




take Spitzbergen Trail on left, walk through woods to the river.          




Trail marker 2 is where Spitzbergen trail meets the Billy Goat Trail.
Billy Goat Trail ( marker  3 )
Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to 





launch first (no turnaround room).  

Map #




Travel Route: upstream to just above the MD chute. Trail Marker 3





is where the trail comes out to the river.
ADC MC 33 K12 


Land Access:  Anglers Inn  

Travel Route: drive across canal turn right, take Billy Goat Trail on left at beginning of Widewater. Marker 3 is where the trail meets the river.

Billy Goat Trail (sect. B)

Land Access: Anglers Inn   
Travel Route: drive across canal turn left Billy Goat Trail is just 
Map #




after bridge and other end is just after footbridge to Marsden Tract.

ADC MC 34 A12

             to

ADC MC 34 C13

Billy Goat Trail (sect. C)
East end: Carderock  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right on Clara Barton Pkwy, take Carderock exit,  
Map #
Travel route: go under canal,  take access rd on left, turn left on 

towpath to East end of trail.
ADC MC 39 F1
West end: Anglers Inn  
To



Travel Route: drive across canal turn left West end is just after
ADC MC 34 D12


section B and mile marker 11. 

Birds Nest



Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to 





launch first(no turnaround room).  

Map #




Travel Route: upstream into Mather Gorge, Birds Nest is just after
ADC MC 33 H11 


the Virginia Put in on the Virginia side.

Bird Sanctuary


Left on Falls, Left on River,  Left on Pennyfield Lock Rd,  Left at parking lot,  take locked gate on the left, cross both bridges to the 

ADC MC 27 A11


towpath,  turn right,  go to trail towards river at mile marker 20 just north of the aqueduct tunnel.

Blockhouse Point


Land Access: Pennyfield lock or Violets lock.  Pennyfield   Left on 




Falls, Left on River, Left on Pennyfield lock Rd.  Violets Lock   Left Map #




on Falls, Left on River, Left on Violets lock Rd.

Travel Route: Pennyfield   drive across canal turn right go to 
ADC MC 26 H11


where path nears river at rapids (no vehicle turnaround) exit               




continue to Violets Lock.  

Violets lock  drive across canal turn left go to where path nears 





river at rapids (halfway to Pennyfield, no vehicle turnaround) exit      




continue to Pennyfield.

Breaks



Boat Access:   Water level <7.5 & > 9.0   Seneca  Left on Falls,  





Left on River, Left on Rileys lock Rd.  Water level 7.5 - 9.0  

Map #




Tschiffeley Mill Rd    Left on Falls,  Left on River, 
Left on 





Tschiffeley Mill Rd.  cross canal turn Right, take path down bank to ADC MC 26 F10


water, do not put trailer wheels in water due to sharp drop.  Below 





breaks at water level < 5.0 Pennyfield   Left on Falls, Left on River, 




Left on Pennyfield lock Rd.

Travel Route: Seneca  downstream to breaks,  Tschiffeley Mill Rd 




same as Seneca directions. Pennyfield  upstream through the small 





series of rapids to the breaks.  





Brookmont Dam


See Little Falls Dam
Bullneck Run


Boat Access: Anglers Inn  Water level < 3.2 John boat only. 
Water level >7.5  trailer down to launch first (no tunaround room).
Map #




Travel Route: Downstream, pass Offut Island, Perry & Hermit  ADC MC 39 C1


Islands, Bullneck Run is the stream on the right just above Turkey 





Island.

Cabin John Island

Land Access: Lock 10   Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right 





on Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 10.

Map #




Travel Route: drive across canal turn left, pass lock 8, pass footpath 




over canal, Cabin John Island is on the right.

ADC MC 40 D2 


Boat Access: Lock 10     Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right on Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 10, cross canal to boat launch.
Travel Route: downstream, as the river turns right Cabin John Island is on the left. 
Calico Rapids


Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level < 3.2  John boat only.          




Water level >7.5 send trailer down to launch first 

Map # 




(no turnaround room).
ADC MC 39 D1 


Travel Route: Downstream, pass Offutt, Hermit and Perry Islands,  Calico rapids lies in the center of the river between Turkey and Vaso Island.

Canal Cut



Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to 





launch first (no turnaround room).  
Map #




Travel Route: upstream into Mather Gorge, Canal Cut is just after ADC MC 33 H11


the Virginia Put in on the Virginia side.

Catfish Hole


Boat Access:  Water level >5.0  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send  




trailer down to launch first (no turnaround room).

Travel Route: Upstream, catfish hole is accessed via the two     ADC MC 33 H10


channels to the right of Rocky Island.

Land Access:  Great Falls Park.  Right on Falls, Right on 






MacArthur to Park.

Travel Route: drive vehicle across canal,  turn left, pass “O” 





Deck trail to downstream gate of next lock. Take path on right, 





go to the left at split to get to beach at Catfish Hole.  Backup to 

“O” deck path for vehicle turnaround.

Charlies Hole
Land Access:  Great Falls Park. (actual hydraulic only up to 4.0).  Right on Falls, Right on MacArthur to Park. 
Map #
Travel Route: drive vehicle across canal,  turn left, take  “O” Deck trail, go down to river above falls, Charlies Hole is on River

ADC MC 33 G9
Right of channel on MD side above Falls. 
Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 (actual hydraulic only up to 4.0).  send trailer down to launch first (no turnaround room). 

Travel Route: go upstream, right to the Falls.  Charlies Hole is on River Right of channel on MD side above Falls.

Chatauqua Island


Land Access: Lock 10   Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right 





on Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 10.

Map #




Travel Route: drive across canal turn left, go to lock 7, Chatauqua 




Island is on the right.

ADC MC 40 C1 


Boat Access: Lock 10     Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right on Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 10, cross canal to boat launch.
Travel Route: downstream, as the river turns right Chatauqu Island is straight ahead. 
C. I. A.



Boat Access: Lock 10  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right on 




Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 10, cross canal to boat launch.

Map #




Travel Route: Downstream, the CIA is in  Virginia approximately  

where the river turns right.  The actual complex must be accessed by ADC MC 40 C4


land from the GW Parkway in Virginia.

Clagett Island


Boat Access: Water level >7.2 trailer launch, 7.2 – 5.0 hand launch   




Swain’s lock  Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on Swains’s lock Rd. Map #




Cross canal and drive through
woods.  





Water level <7.2  trailer launch at Pennyfield          

ADC MC 33 D2


Water level >5.0 Aqueduct tunnel impassable, use bird sanctuary      




Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on Pennyfield Lock Rd. 
Travel Route: Swain’s lock Downstream around Watkins and Gladys Islands and back upstream. Clagett Island lies between Watkins Island and Virginia. Pennyfield  Downstream around Watkins and Gladys Islands and back upstream.  Clagett Island lies between Watkins Island and Virginia.

Clarks Branch


Boat Access: Water level >7.2 trailer launch, 7.2 – 5.0 hand launch   




Swain’s lock  Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on Swains’s lock Rd. Map #




Cross canal and drive through
woods.  






Water level <7.2 trailer launch at Pennyfield          

ADC MC 33 F3


Water level >5.0 Aqueduct tunnel impassable, use bird sanctuary      




Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on Pennyfield Lock Rd.






Travel Route: Swains lock Downsteram and around Gladys Island,  




back upstream along the Virginia shore, Clarks Branch is the first 





stream.  Pennyfield  upstream, go around Watkins Island and go to 




the Virginia shore, Clarks Branch is on the right just after Clagett 





Island.  Seneca downstream through breaks and rapids, stay to the 





Virginia shore, Clarks Branch is on the right just after Clagett           




Island.

Conn Island


Boat Access: Water level <7.5 Hand launch Great Falls Park  





Right on Falls, Right on MacArthur, into park, Cross canal, turn

 Map #




right, boat launch is a hand carry to river just upstream from the     
   



dam. Water level >7.5 Swains Lock   Swain’s lock.  Left on Falls, 

ADC MC 33 H7 


Left on River, Left on Swains’s lock Rd.  Cross canal and drive    through woods.

Travel Route: Great Falls Park   the large island just across form     




launch and above the dam.  Swains Lock  downstream past first         




group of Islands,  next Island is Conn Island (just upstream from        




Dam).

Cow Hoof Rock


see Echo Cliff
Cupids Bower


Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to 





launch first(no turnaround room).  
Map #




Travel Route: upstream,  Cupids Bower is the downstream shore of ADC MC 33 K12


Sherwin Island.

Dead Run 



Boat Access: Lock 10  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right on 




Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 10, cross canal to boat launch.

Map #




Travel Route: Upstream, after clearing Island Dead Run is the  ADC MC 39 J2


stream directly accross the river on the Virginia side.

Difficult Run


Boat Access: Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5  send trailer down to     




launch first (no tunaround room).

Map #




Travel Route: upstream, around the left turn Difficult run is the ADC MC 33 K13


stream straight ahead on the Virginia shore.

Echo Cliff



Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to 





launch first(no turnaround room).  

Map #




Travel Route: upstream to mouth of Mather Gorge, Echo Cliff is ADC MC J12



on the left.

Elm Island



Boat Access:
Pennyfield  Water level >5.0 Aqueduct tunnel           






impassable, use bird sanctuary  Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on Map #




Pennyfield Lock Rd.






Travel Route: upstream, Elm Island is the last large Island on the ADC MC 26 H12


left  below the rapids.

Emergency Access Trail

Land Access:  Anglers Inn  
(Spitzbergen Trail)


Travel Route:  drive across canal, turn right, cross vehicle bridge to 





end of drivable towpath,  Emergency Access Trail is on the left. 

 Map #




Boat Access:   Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to





launch first (no turnaround room).  

ADC MC 33 J12


Travel Route: upstream just past mouth of Mather Gorge, 
      





Spitzbergen Trail is on the right.

Falls Island



Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to 





launch first (no turnaround room).  

Map #




Travel Route: upstream to through “S” turns,  Falls Island is to the





left of the Fish ladder.

ADC MC 33 H9


Land Access:  Great Falls Park.  Right on Falls, Right on                            




MacArthur to Park.

Travel Route:  drive vehicle across canal, turn left, take  “O” 





Deck trail,  Falls Island is after the first bridge. ADC map has Falls    




and Olmstead Island switched.

Fish Ladder


Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to     




launch first (no turnaround room).
Map #




Travel Route: upstream through S turns Fish ladder is on the right.




Land Access:  Great Falls Park.  Right on Falls, Right on               ADC MC 33 H9          

MacArthur to Park.

Travel Route: Base of Fish Ladder  drive vehicle across canal,  





turn left, pass “O” deck trail and next lock. Take first path on right          




to base of fish ladder.  Top of Fish Ladders  drive vehicle across 





canal, turn left, take  “O” deck trail to fish ladders.

Fish Ladder Rapids

Boat Access:  Anglers Water level >7.5 send trailer down to launch




first (no turnaround room).
Map #




Travel Route: upstream through S turns Fish ladder Rapids are ADC MC 33 H9


straight ahead. 
Fishermans Eddy


Boat Access:  Anglers Inn Water level >7.5 send trailer down to      




launch 
first (no turnaround room).
Map #




Travel Route: upstream through S turns Fishermans Eddy is just      ADC MC 33 G9


below the O Deck Rapids on the left.  
Flake Island


Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to     




launch 
first (no turnaround room).
Map #




Travel Route: upstream through the O Deck Rapids Flake Island ADC MC 33 G9


forms the two main channels of the falls.  
Gardner Rock


Boat Access:  Water level <3.2  Great Falls Park  Right on Falls, 





Right on MacArthur, into park, Cross canal.

Map #




Travel Route: Hand launch into fish ladder channel, go upstream ADC MC 33 G8


around Olmstead Island, Gardner Island is next to Olmstead above





the Falls.

George Washington Canal
Boat Access:  downstream end  Pennyfield  Water level >5.0         





Aqueduct tunnel  impassable, use bird sanctuary  Left on Falls, Left  Map #




on River, Left on Pennyfield lock Rd. 

 




upstream end  Seneca  Left on Falls,  Left on River, Left on       ADC MC 26 E10


Rileys lock Rd.  Water level 7.5 - 9.0  Tschiffeley Mill Rd    Left on  




Falls,  Left on River,  Left on Tschiffeley Mill Rd.  cross canal turn  ADC MC 26 J12 


Right, take path down  to bank to water, do not put trailer wheels in  




water due to sharp drop.






Travel Route: Seneca  & Tschiffeley Mill Rd downstream to breaks, access GW canal on Virginia side of breaks.  Canal runs along the Virginia shore from 
breaks to Elm Island.  Pennyfield   upstream the GW canal runs along the Virginia shore from Elm Island to the breaks. 

George Washington Canal
Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to 


( @ Great Falls )


launch first (no turnaround room).  

Map #




Travel Route: upstream into Mather Gorge, Canal Cut is just after ADC MC 33 H11


the Virginia Put in on the Virginia side.

Gladys Island 


Boat Access: Water level >7.2 trailer launch, 7.2 – 5.0 hand launch   




Swain’s lock  Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on Swains’s lock Rd. Map #




Cross canal and drive through
woods.  






Water level <7.2 trailer launch at Pennyfield          

ADC MC 33 H3


Water level >5.0 Aqueduct tunnel impassable, use bird sanctuary      




Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on Pennyfield Lock Rd. 

Travel Route: Swains lock  Island directly across from put in.           




Pennyfield  downstream Gladys Island is directly after Watkins 





Island (the really long one).   

Grapevine Island


Boat Access:  Pennyfield   Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on  





Pennyfield lock Rd  Water level >5.0 Aqueduct tunnel   

Map # 




impassable, use bird sanctuary  









Travel Route:  upstream around tip of Watkins Island, Grapevine is ADC MC 26 J12


the long skinny Island between Watkins and Elm Islands.  

Hermit Island


Boat Access: Anglers Inn  Water level < 3.2 John boat only.  Water




level >7.5  send trailer down to launch first (no turnaround room).

Map #




Travel Route: Downstream, pass Offutt Island, of the next two 
ADC MC 34 B13


Islands Hermit Island is on the left.

Herzog Island


Boat Access:  Anglers Water level < 3.2 John boat only. 





Water level >7.5 send trailer down to launch first 

Map #




(no turnaround room).





Travel Route: Downstream, pass Offutt Island, Perry & Hermit 
ADC MC 34 C13


Islands, Herzog Island is on the far left.

High Island



Boat Access: Little Falls Dam  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur,  




Right on Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 5, cross canal, turn right, pass Map #




Lock 6,  take second path on left to launch.  This launch is between 




the Little Falls Dam and the Feeder Dam for the Kayak channel. 

ADC MC 40 F6


Travel Route: Downstream, High Island is on other side of the Kayak channel.  You do not need to cross the feeder dam.

Horsepen Branch


Left on Falls, Left on River, Left at Seneca Rd, Left on Sycamore 





Landing Rd cross canal turn left to Horsepen Branch picnic area.       Map #
ADC MC 25 E9
Horseshoe Falls
Land Access:  Great Falls Park.  Right on Falls, Right on MacArthur to Park.

Map #
Travel Route: drive vehicle across canal,  turn left, take  “O” Deck trail, Horseshoe Falls is the falls closest to the “O” deck. 

ADC MC 33 G9
Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5  (send trailer down to launch first (no turnaround room).  

Travel Route: go upstream, right to the Falls. Horseshoe Falls is the falls closest to the “O” deck.

Jetty Overlook
see “O” Deck

Judys Hole
Judys Hole



Boat Access:  Anglers Inn Water level >7.5 send trailer down to      




launch
first(no turnaround room).






Travel Route: upstream through S turns Judys Hole is the channel ADC MC 33 H10


into Catfish Hole.

Land Access:  Great Falls Park.  Right on Falls, Right on                        




MacArthur to Park.

Travel Route:  drive vehicle across canal,  turn left, pass “O” 





deck trail and next lock. Take first path on right to base of fish 





ladder, Judys Hole is on the left.

Katie Island


Boat Access:  Pennyfield   Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on  





Pennyfield lock Rd  Water level >5.0 Aqueduct tunnel   

Map # 




impassable, use bird sanctuary  




                       Travel Route:  upstream to tip of Watkins Island, Katie Island


ADC MC 26 K12
                        sits just upstream from Watkins Island.  

Langley  Island


Boat Access: Lock 10  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right on 




Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 10, cross canal, to boat launch.

Map #




Travel Route: Downstream, pass Wades Island, Langley Island is ADC MC 40 A1


the next Island.

Last Point



Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to 





launch first (no turnaround room).  

Map #




Travel Route: upstream to “O” Deck rapids, Last Point is the small




beach on the right. 
ADC MC 33 G9


Land Access:  Great Falls Park.  Right on Falls, Right on                              



MacArthur to Park.

Travel Route:  drive vehicle across canal, turn left, take  “O” 





Deck trail,   at “O” Deck take small trail at south end of deck to the 




small beach.

Little Falls Dams


Boat Access: Below Dams hand launch - Lock 5    Right on Falls, 




Left on MacArthur, Right on Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 5, cross Map #




canal, turn right, take first path on left. Launch just above canal 





feeder dam.  At Dam trailer launch  Right on Falls, Left on       ADC MC 40 F5


MacArthur,  Right on Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 5, cross canal, turn 




right,  pass Lock 6,  take second path on left to launch.  Launch is 





between the Little Falls Dam and the Feeder Dam for the Kayak 





channel. 

Travel Route: Hand launch @ Lock 5  head upstream through 





kayak channel or go to left of High Island to access area below both 




Little Falls Dams.  Trailer launch @ Little Falls Dams  your there, 




right between both dams be careful.

Lock 5



Land Access:  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right on 

Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 5.

Map #

ADC MC 40 G6

Lock 6 (with footbridge)

Land Access: Canal side  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right 




on Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 6 parking lot, take footpath to Lock 6 Map #




Towpath side, Lock 5  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right on ADC MC 40 G6


Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 5, drive across canal, turn right, go to 





lock 6.

Lock 7 (with footbridge)

Land Access: Canal side  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right 




on Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 7 parking lot, take footpath to Lock 7

Map #




Towpath side, Lock 10  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right on ADC MC 40 D2


Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 10, drive across canal, turn left, go to 





lock 7.

Lock 8 (with footbridge)

Land Access: Canal side  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right 




on Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 8 parking lot, take footpath to Lock 8

Map #




Towpath side, Lock 10  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right on ADC MC 40 A1


Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 10, drive across canal, turn left, go to 





lock 8.

Lock 9



Land Access:
Towpath side, Lock 10  Right on Falls, Left on 

MacArthur, Right on Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 10, drive across Map #




canal, turn left, go to lock 9.     




  ADC MC 39 K1

Lock 10



Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right on Clara Barton Pkwy, to 




lock 10.

Map #


ADC MC 39 K1





Lock 11



Land Access: Canal side  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right 




on Clara Barton Pkwy, walk to lock 11.

Map #




Towpath side, Lock 10  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right on ADC MC 39 J1


Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 10, drive across canal, turn right, go to 





lock 11.

Lock 12, 13 & 14


Land Access: Canal side  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right 




on Clara Barton Pkwy, these three locks are at the 495 overpass. Map #




Lock 12 has a footbridge across canal.


Towpath side, Carderock  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right

ADC MC 39 H1
on Clara Barton Pkwy, take Carderock exit,  go under canal,  take access rd on left,  right on towpath to locks 12,  13 & 14.

Lock 15



Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  











Travel Route: Launch into canal and travel upstream to lock 15.      Map #  



(This is the lock at the upstream end of the un-drivable section of        




towpath).
ADC MC 33 J11


Land Access: Anglers Inn  drive across canal and turn right Drive    




as far as possible.  Walk rough trail to lock 15. 






Great Falls Park  cross canal by vehicle, turn left, go to Stoplock,       




walk approx 300 – 400 yards to Lock 15
Lock 16



Land Access:  Great Falls Park   Right on Falls, Right on 






MacArthur to Park. 
Map #




Travel Route: cross canal and turn left drive to Stoplock,  walk         




approx 100 yards to lock 16.  
ADC MC 33 J10




Lock 17, 18 & 19


Land Access:  Great Falls Park   Right on Falls, Right on 






MacArthur to Park, cross canal by vehicle, turn left, go to locks.

Map #




17, 18 & 19.

ADC MC 33 H9

Lock 20



Land Access:  Great Falls Park   Right on Falls, Right on 






MacArthur to Park.  Lock 20 is at the Old Tavern.

Map #


ADC MC 33 H9






Lock 21



Land Access:  Swains Lock   Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on 





Swains lock Rd,  Swains lock is lock 21.

Map #
ADC MC J3
Lock 22



Land Access: Pennyfield Lock   Left on Falls, Left on River, Left 





on Pennyfield lock Rd, Pennyfield lock is lock 22.

Map #

ADC MC 27 A11

Lock 23



Land Access: Violets Lock   Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on 





Violets lock Rd, Violets lock is lock 23.

Map #

ADC MC 26 F9

Lock 24



Land Access: Rileys Lock (AKA Seneca) Left on Falls, Left on River, Left at Seneca Rd,  Left on Rileys lock Rd, Rileys lock is lock

Map #     



24.

ADC MC 26 D9

Log Jam



Boat Access:  Water level <3.2  Great Falls Park  Right on Falls, 





Right on MacArthur, into park, cross canal.

Map #




Travel Route: Hand launch into fish ladder channel, go upstream ADC MC 33 G9


around Olmstead Island, Log Jam is the area between Olmstead 





Island and Virginia.

Lowes Island


Boat Access: Water level <7.5 & > 9.0   Seneca  Left on Falls,  





Left on River, Left on Rileys lock Rd.  Water level 7.5 - 9.0  

Map #




Tschiffeley Mill Rd    Left on Falls,  Left on River, 
Left on 





Tschiffeley Mill Rd.  cross canal turn Right, take path down bank to ADC MC 26 D10


water, do not put trailer wheels in water due to sharp drop.

Travel Route: Seneca the Virginia shoreline directly across from 





Seneca Creek.  Tschiffeley Mill Rd same as Seneca.

Madeira School


Boat Access: Anglers Inn  Water level < 3.2 John boat only.  





Water level >7.5  send trailer down to launch first 
Map # 




(no tunaround room).

ADC MC 33 K13


Travel Route: the area of the Virginia shore directly accross from the launch,  upstream  to Difficult Run and downstream to just after the first  Island.

Maddox Island


See Van Deventer Island
Marsden Tract


Land Access: MacArthur between Brickyard and Canal Bridge             




Ct. Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur.  Anglers  
Map #




Travel Route:  MacArthur  take footpath down hill,  cross canal





and take paths into Marsden Tract.  Anglers cross canal turn left, go ADC MC 34 C13


down to canal footbridge, take paths on right into Marsden Tract.

Boat Access:  Water level >3.2  Anglers Inn  Water level < 3.2         




John boat only. Water level >7.5 send trailer down to launch first 

(no turnaround room).

Travel Route: Downstream, pass Offutt Island, Perry & Hermit 





Islands, Marsden Tract is the shoreline on the left.

Mary’s Wall


Land Access:  Great Falls Park  Right on Falls, Right on 






MacArthur to Park.

Map #




Travel Route: drive across canal turn left, drive to floodgate, take 





Billy Goat Trail on right toward river, Mary’s Wall is cliff  approx. 

ADC MC 33 H10


150 yds. down trail on right.

Boat Access:  Water level >5.0  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to launch first (no turnaround room).

Travel Route: Upstream, Mary’s Wall is the Cliff on the far right of the catfish hole opening.

Mile Marker 1 - 5


Land Access: Lock 5  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right on   




the Clara Barton pkwy to lock 5. Travel Route: Cross canal turn left Map # 




to mile markers 1 - 5.

ADC MC 40 G6

Mile Marker 6


Land Access: Lock 5  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right on   




the Clara Barton pkwy to lock 5. Travel Route: Cross canal turn Map # 




right mile marker 6 is just after the Dam.

ADC MC 40 F4

Mile Marker 7


Land Access: Lock 10  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right on   




the Clara Barton pkwy to lock 10. Travel Route: Cross canal turn Map # 




left to mile marker 7.

ADC MC 40 D2

Mile Marker 8


Land Access: Lock 10  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right on   




the Clara Barton pkwy to lock 10. Travel Route: Cross canal turn Map # 




left to mile marker 8.

ADC MC 40 B1

Mile Marker 9


Land Access: Lock 10  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right on   




the Clara Barton pkwy to lock 10. Travel Route: Cross canal turn Map # 




right, mile marker 9 is just after lock 11.

ADC MC 39 I1 

Mile Marker 10
Land Access: Carderock  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right






on Clara Barton Pkwy, take Carderock exit,  go under canal,  take Map # 




access rd on left,  turn right on towpath to mile marker 10.

ADC MC 39 F1 

Mile Marker 11


Land Access: Anglers Inn  
 




Travel Route: Cross canal turn left, mile marker 10 is between Billy Map #




Goat Trail sections B and C.

ADC MC 34 D13

Mile Marker 12


Land Access: Anglers Inn  





Travel Route: Cross canal turn left to mile marker 12.


Map #




ADC MC 34 B12 

Mile Marker 13


Land Access: Anglers Inn  





Travel Route: Cross canal turn right to mile
marker 13.

Map # 


ADC MC 33 J12 

Mile Marker 14


Land Access: Great Falls Park  Right on Falls, Right on 






MacArthur to Park. Travel Route: Cross canal turn left mile      Map # 




marker 14 is just after lock 17.

ADC MC 33 H9

Mile Marker 15


Land Access: Great Falls Park  Right on Falls, Right on 






MacArthur to Park. Travel Route: Cross canal turn right mile      Map # 




marker 15 is after parking lot.

ADC MC 33 J7

Mile Marker 16


Land Access: Swains Lock   Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on 





Swains lock Rd. Travel Route: Cross canal turn left to mile        Map # 




marker 16.

ADC MC 33 J5

Mile Marker 17


Land Access: Swains Lock   Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on 





Swains lock Rd. Travel Route: Cross canal turn right to mile       Map # 




marker 17.

ADC MC 33 H2

Mile Marker 18


Land Access: Swains Lock   Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on 





Swains lock Rd. Travel Route: Cross canal turn right mile marker    Map # 




18 is after the W.S.S.C. plant.

ADC MC 33 E1

Mile Marker 19


Land Access: Pennyfield Lock   Left on Falls, Left on River, Left     




on Pennyfield lock Rd. Travel Route: Cross canal turn left to mile    Map # 



marker 19.

ADC MC 27 C 13

Mile Marker 20


Land Access: Pennyfield Lock   Left on Falls, Left on River, Left     




on Pennyfield lock Rd. Travel Route: Cross canal turn right to mile  Map # 



marker 20.

ADC MC 27 A11

Mile Marker 21


Land Access: Pennyfield Lock   Left on Falls, Left on River, Left     




on Pennyfield lock Rd. Travel Route: Cross canal turn right to mile  Map # 



marker 21.  A sled could be launched from this location.

ADC MC 26 H11

Mile Marker 22


Land Access: Violets Lock   Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on 





Violets lock Rd. Travel Route: Cross canal turn left to mile        Map # 




marker 22. 

ADC MC 26 F9

Mile Marker 23


Land Access: Tschiffeley Mill Rd    Left on Falls,  Left on River, Left on Tschiffeley Mill Rd.  Cross canal turn Right to mile marker 

Map #




23.  This marker can be reached on foot from Seneca by walking 

ADC MC 26 C9


over the creek on the footbridge.

Mile Marker 24


Land Access: Tschiffeley Mill Rd    Left on Falls,  Left on River, Left on Tschiffeley Mill Rd.  Cross canal turn Right to mile marker 

Map #




24. 

ADC MC 26 A9




Mile Marker 25


Land Access: Tschiffeley Mill Rd    Left on Falls,  Left on River, Left on Tschiffeley Mill Rd.  Cross canal turn Right to mile marker 

Map #




25. 

ADC MC 25 H9




Mile Marker 26


Land Access: Sycamore Landing Rd    Left on Falls,  Left on River, Left on Sycamore Landing Rd.  Cross canal turn Left to mile marker 

Map #




26.  This marker is just after the Horsepen Branch campsite.    

ADC MC 25 E9




Mile Marker 27


Land Access: Sycamore Landing Rd    Left on Falls,  Left on River, Left on Sycamore Landing Rd.  Cross canal turn Left to mile
Map #
 



marker 27.
ADC MC 25 C8

Mine Run Branch


Boat Access: Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to      




launch first (no tunaround room).

Map #




Travel Route: Upstream to the “O” deck, Mine Run Branch empties
ADC MC 33 G9 


into the river just below the “O” Deck rapids on the Virginia side.

Minnie Island


Boat Access: Lock 10  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right on 




Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 10, cross canal to boat launch.

Map #




Travel Route: Downstream, pass Wades and Langley Islands,   ADC MC 40 B1


Minnie Island is on the Left.

“O” Deck



Land Access:  Great Falls Park.  Right on Falls, Right on 






MacArthur to Park.

Map #




Travel Route:  drive vehicle across canal, turn left, take  “O” 
ADC MC 33 G9


Deck trail, “O” Deck is at the end.

“O” Deck Rapids


Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to 





launch first (no turnaround room).  

Map #




Travel Route: go upstream, right to the Falls.

ADC MC 33 G9

Offutt Island


Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level < 3.2  John boat only.          




Water level >7.5 send trailer down to launch first
Map # 




(no turnaround room).

ADC MC 34 B13


Travel Route: Downstream,  Offutt Island is the first Island.

Old Sugarland Run

Boat Access:  Water level 5.0 - 7.5 & > 9.0
 Seneca  Left on Falls,  




Left on River, Left on Rileys lock Rd.  Water level 7.5 - 9.0  

Map #




Tschiffeley Mill Rd    Left on Falls,  Left on River, 
Left on 





Tschiffeley Mill Rd.  cross canal turn Right, take path down  bank to ADC MC 26 E11


water, do not put trailer wheels in water due to sharp drop.

Travel Route:  Seneca  Downstream and over to Virginia shore,  





Old Sugarland Run is the stream at the top of the breaks. Tschiffeley 




Mill Rd same as Seneca directions.

Olmstead Island


Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to 





launch first (no turnaround room).  

Map #




Travel Route: upstream through the “S” turns, Olmstead Island is to ADC MC  33 H9


the left of the Fish Ladder Rapids.

Patowmack  Island

Boat Access:  Pennyfield  Water level >5.0 Aqueduct tunnel           






impassable, use bird sanctuary  Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on Map #




Pennyfield Lock Rd.

ADC MC 26 G12


Travel Route: upstream Patowmack Island is the first Island on the   




left inside the GW canal. 
Pennyfield Lock


Land Access:  Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on Pennyfield lock 




Rd, Pennyfield lock is lock 22.  Water level > 5.0 boats will not fit Map #




under the aqueduct.
ADC MC 27 A11

Perry Island


Boat Access:  Anglers Inn   Water level < 3.2  John boat only.






Water level >7.5  trailer to launch first (no turnaround room).

Map #




Travel Route: Downstream, pass Offutt Island, of the next two
ADC MC 39 B1 


Islands Perry Island is on the right.

Plummer’s  Island

Boat Access: Lock 10  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right on 




Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 10, cross canal to boat launch.

Map #




Travel Route: Upstream, Plummer’s Island is the first Island on the ADC MC 39 J1


right.

Prospect Rock


Boat Access: Anglers Inn  Water level < 3.2  John boat only.






Water level >7.5  trailer to launch first (no turnaround room).

Map #




Travel Route: Downstream, pass Offutt Island, at the next two ADC MC  39 B1


Islands Prospect Rock is the rock on the Virginia shore.

Purple Horse Beach

Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to 





launch first (no turnaround room).  

Map #




Travel Route: upstream to mouth of Mather Gorge, Purple Horse






Beach is the two sandy areas on the right.

ADC MC 33 J12


Land Access:  Anglers Inn   
Travel Route:  drive across canal turn right,  just past vehicle 





bridge take Spitzbergen Trail on left, walk through woods to river.  




Purple Horse Beach is just after a small pond.

Rileys Lock 


Land Access: Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on Rileys lock Rd, 





Rileys lock is lock 24.

Map #

ADC MC 26 D9

River Bend Park


Boat Access: Water level>7.2 trailer launch, 7.2 -5.0 hand launch  




Swains Lock  Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on Swains lock Rd.  Map #




Cross canal turn right take path to water.  Water level <7.2 trailer     




launch Pennyfield  Water level >5.0 Aqueduct tunnel impassable,   ADC MC 33 H5 


use bird sanctuary Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on Pennyfield     




lock Rd.Travel Route: Swains lock  Downstream, just past Bealls    




Island on the Virginia shore.  This site has a boat ramp.

Pennyfield  Downstream past Watkins,  Gladys and Bealls Islands               




on the Virginia shore.  This site has a boat ramp. 

Rocky Island


Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to     




launch first (no turnaround room).

Map #




Travel Route: Upstream, Rocky Island is just above Wetbottom.





Land Access:  Water level <5.0  Great Falls Park.  Right on Falls, ADC MC 33 H10


Right on MacArthur to Park.

Travel Route: drive vehicle across canal,  turn left, pass “O” 





Deck trail and next lock. Take second path on right at a high step 





down.  Take trail to left at split to get to beach at Catfish Hole.  





Cross to Rocky Islands.

Ruppert Island


Boat Access: Lock 10     Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right 





on Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 10, cross canal to boat launch.
Map #




Travel Route: downstream,  the river turns right, Ruppert Island is ADC MC 40 D3


the second to last Island before the Little Falls Dam.

“S” Turn



Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to     




launch first (no turnaround room).

Map #




Travel Route: Upstream, “S” Turn is the sharp right left turn above
ADC MC 33 H10 


Rocky Island. 


Sandy Beach


Boat Access:  Water level >5.0  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send  




trailer down to launch first(no turnaround room).

Map #




Travel Route: Upstream, access catfish hole via the far right cannel,




Sandy Beach is on the right (probably underwater)

ADC MC 33 H10


Land Access:  Great Falls Park.  Right on Falls, Right on                               



MacArthur to Park.

Travel Route: drive vehicle across canal,  turn left, pass “O” 





Deck trail and next lock. Take second path on right at a high step 





down.  Take trail to left at split to get to Sandy Beach.

Sandy Landing


Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to 





launch first (no turnaround room).  
Map #




Travel Route: upstream just past the mouth of Mather Gorge,
ADC MC 33 H11


Sandy Landing is on the left.

Scotts Run



Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level < 3.2  John boat only.






Water level >7.5  trailer down to launch first (no tunaround room).

Map #




Travel Route: Downstream, pass the series of  Islands, Scotts Run 
ADC MC 39 E1


is the stream on the Right at the rapids above the 495 bridge.

Selden Island


Boat Access:    Water level <7.5 & > 9.0   Seneca  
Left on Falls,          



Left on River, Left on Rileys lock Rd. Water level >7.5 &<9.0 

Map #




Edwards Ferry   Left on Falls, Left on River, Left at Seneca 





Rd, Road changes to Mt. Nebo, Road changes to West Offutt Rd, ADC MC 25 A9


Left on Edwards Ferry Rd. 

          to



Travel Route: Seneca upstream to second large Island    

ADC MC 24 E6


Edwards Ferry  downstream,  Selden Island is the first Island.

Seneca



Boat Access: Water level <7.5 & > 9.0   Seneca  Left on Falls,  





Left on River, Left at Seneca Rd,  Left on Rileys lock Rd.  Water Map #




level 7.5 - 9.0  Tschiffeley Mill Rd    Left on Falls,  Left on River, 





Left on Tschiffeley Mill Rd.  cross canal turn Right, take path down  ADC MC 26 D9


bank to water, do not put trailer wheels in water due to sharp drop.

Travel Route: Seneca the area of Potomac river at Seneca Creek.  





Tschiffeley Mill Rd same as Seneca.
Shade Tree



Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to 





launch first(no turnaround room).  Right on Falls, Left on  

Map #




MacArthur,  Right at Anglers Inn. 

ADC MC 33 G9


Travel Route: upstream to “O” Deck rapids, Shade Tree is just  upriver from the second Virginia overlook.

Sharpshin Island


Boat Access: Water level <7.5 & > 9.0   Seneca  Left on Falls,  





Left on River, Left on Rileys lock Rd.  Water level 7.5 - 9.0  

Map #




Tschiffeley Mill Rd    Left on Falls,  Left on River, 
Left on 





Tschiffeley Mill Rd.  cross canal turn Right, take path down  bank to ADC MC 25 K10


water, do not put trailer wheels in water due to sharp drop.

Travel Route: Seneca Upstream to the first Island.    






Tschiffeley Mill Rd same as Seneca.
Sherwin Island


Boat Access:   Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to 





launch first (no turnaround room).  
Map #




Travel Route: upstream to downstream shore of Sherwin Island.     ADC MC 33 K12


Land Access:  Water level <3.5   Anglers Inn   

Travel Route:  drive across canal turn right, take Billy Goat Trail on  




left, go toward river, turn Left and go across rocks to Sherwin island. 

Skinney Dip Rock


Boat Access:  Water level <3.2  Great Falls Park  Right on Falls, 





Right on MacArthur, into park, Cross canal.

Map #




Travel Route: Hand launch into fish ladder channel, go upstream ADC MC 33 G9


around Olmstead Island, Skinney Dip Rock is next to Olmstead 





above the Falls.

Small Falls



Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to 





launch first (no turnaround room).  
Map #




Travel Route: upstream to MD Chute,  Small Falls is between the     




MD Chute and Sandy Landing on the MD side.

ADC MC 33 K12


Land Access:  Anglers Inn   
Travel Route:  drive across canal turn right,  just past vehicle 





bridge take Spitzbergen Trail on left, walk through woods to river,  




head downstream to Small Falls.

Snake Island


Boat Access: Below Dams hand launch - Lock 5    Right on Falls, 




Left on MacArthur, Right on Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 5, cross Map #




canal, turn right, take first path on left. Launch just above canal 





feeder dam.  At Dam trailer launch  Right on Falls, Left on       ADC MC 40 F5


MacArthur,  Right on Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 5, cross canal, turn 




right,  pass Lock 6,  take second path on left to launch.  Launch is 





between the Little Falls Dam and the Feeder Dam for the Kayak 





channel.  Above Dam - Lock 10   Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, 




Right on Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 10, cross canal to boat launch.

Travel Route: Hand launch @ Lock 5  head upstream through 





kayak channel or go to left of High Island to access area below both 




Little Falls Dams Snake Island is in the middle of both dams.  
Trailer launch @ Little Falls Dams   Snake Island is the Island in 





the middle of the river between both dams.  Lock 10  downstream to 




Little Falls Dam, Snake Island is in the middle of the dam.

Spitzbergen Rock


Boat Access:   Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to 





launch first (no turnaround room).  

Map #




Travel Route: upstream just past mouth of Mather Gorge, 
      





Spitzbergen Rock is on the right.

ADC MC 33 J12


Land Access:  Anglers Inn   
Travel Route:  drive across canal, turn right, cross vehicle bridge to end of drivable towpath, take Spitzbergen Trail on left. Walk through woods to the river and Spitzbergen Rock.

Spitzbergen Trail


Land Access:  Anglers Inn   





Travel Route:  drive across canal turn right, cross vehicle bridge,
Map #




Spitzbergen Trail is on the left at the end of the drivable towpath.
ADC MC 33 K12

Stubblefield Falls


Boat Access:  Anglers Inn    Water level < 3.2 John boat only.         




Water level >7.5 send trailer down to launch first 

Map # 




(no turnaround room).





Travel Route: Downstream, go through Calico Rapids, which is 
ADC MC 39 E1      


between Turkey and Vaso Islands. Stubblefield Falls is at end of        islands. Land Access: Carderock   Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur,  Right on Clara Barton Pkwy, Right into Carderock park, turn left at dead end. Travel Route: follow trail at south end of parking lot to the river, Stubblefield Falls is at the river area at the end of the trail.

Sugarland Run


Boat Access: Water level <7.5 & > 9.0   Seneca  Left on Falls,  





Left on River, Left on Rileys lock Rd.  Water level 7.5 - 9.0  

Map #




Tschiffeley Mill Rd    Left on Falls,  Left on River, 
Left on 





Tschiffeley Mill Rd.  cross canal turn Right, take path down  bank to ADC MC 26 E11


water, do not put trailer wheels in water due to sharp drop.

Travel Route: Seneca Upstream Sugarland Run is the creek on the 




Virginia shore to the left of the first Island.  Tschiffeley Mill Rd 





same as Seneca.

Swains Lock 


Land Access: Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on Swains Lock Rd, 




Swains lock is lock 21.  Water level>7.2 trailer launch, 7.2 -5.0  Map #




hand launch
ADC MC 33 J3

Swainson Island


Boat Access: Lock 10  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right on 




Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 10, cross canal to boat launch.

Map #




Travel Route: Swainson  Island is directly across from the boat ADC MC 39 K1


launch.

Sycamore  Island


Boat Access: Lock 10     Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right 
  (near Little Falls Dam)

on Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 10, cross canal to boat launch.





Travel Route: downstream,  the river turns right, Sycamore Island is Map #




the last Island before the Little Falls Dam.






Land Access:  Sycamore Island Parking Lot  Right on Falls, Left 
ADC MC 40 E3


on MacArthur, Right on Clara Barton Pkwy, just past pedestrian walkway to parking lot.  Lock 10  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right on Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 10, cross canal turn left,  go down to Sycamore Island.  Continue to lock 5 to leave.

Travel Route:  Sycamore Island Parking Lot  take footpath down hill and over canal footbridge.  * Both land access routes do not lead to the Island but across from the Island.
Sycamore  Island


Boat Access: Pennyfield   Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on 
(near WSSC)



Pennyfield Lock Rd.  Water level >5.0 Aquaduct tunnel impassable, 
Map #




use bird sanctuary  Travel Route:  Downstream before WSSC 

ADC MC 33 D1


between Watkins Island & Maryland.
Sycamore Landing

Left on Falls, Left on River, Left at Seneca Rd, Left on Sycamore 





Landing Rd to Sycamore Landing.


Map #
ADC MC 25 B8
Tenfoot Island


Boat Access: Water level <7.5 & > 9.0   Seneca  Left on Falls,  





Left on River, Left on Rileys lock Rd.  Water level 7.5 - 9.0  

Map #




Tschiffeley Mill Rd    Left on Falls,  Left on River, 
Left on 





Tschiffeley Mill Rd.  cross canal turn Right, take path down  bank to ADC MC 25 G10


water, do not put trailer wheels in water due to sharp drop.

Travel Route: Seneca Upstream to the second Island.    






Tschiffeley Mill Rd same as Seneca.

The Traverse


Boat Access:   Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to 





launch first (no turnaround room).  
Map #




Travel Route: upstream into Mather Gorge, the traverse is just past




the VA ramp on the MD side.  The traverse is portion of Billy Goat ADC MC 33 J12 


trail that crosses the large rock face.
Land Access:  Anglers Inn   





Travel Route:  drive across canal turn right,  just past vehicle 





bridge take Spitzbergen Trail on left, walk through woods to the 





river.  Take Billy Goat trail upstream to the Traverse.

Turkey Island


Boat Access:  Anglers Inn   Water level < 3.2  John boat only. Water level >7.5 send trailer down to launch first 
Map # 




(no turnaround room).

ADC MC 39C1


Travel Route: Downstream, pass Offutt Island, Perry & Hermit Islands, Turkey  Island is ahead on the right.

Turkey Run Park


Boat Access: Lock 10  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right on 




Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 10, cross canal to boat launch.

Map #




Travel Route: Downstream, Turkey Run Park is the Virginia shore 

ADC MC 40 B2


where the river turns right.

Van Deventer Island

Boat Access: Water level <7.5 & > 9.0   Seneca  Left on Falls,  





Left on River, Left on Rileys lock Rd.  Water level 7.5 - 9.0  

Map #




Tschiffeley Mill Rd    Left on Falls,  Left on River, 
Left on 





Tschiffeley Mill Rd.  cross canal turn Right, take path down  bank to ADC MC 25 F10


water, do not put trailer wheels in water due to sharp drop.

Travel Route: Seneca Upstream to the third Island.    

 Tschiffeley Mill Rd same as Seneca.
Vaso Island



Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level < 3.2 John boat only. 





Water level >7.5  trailer to launch first (no turnaround room).

Map #




Travel Route: Downstream, pass Offutt Island, Perry & Hermit ADC MC 34 D13


Islands, Vaso Island is the large Island to the left of center.  This 





Island is directly across from Carderock.

Violets  Lock 


Land Access: Rileys Lock   Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on 





Violets lock Rd, Violets lock is lock 23.

Map #

ADC MC 26 F9

Virginia Put In


Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to 





launch first (no turnaround room).  
Map #




Travel Route: upstream into Mather Gorge, the Virginia Put In is 

ADC MC 33 H11


just below Wet Bottom.

Wades  Island


Boat Access: Lock 10  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur, Right on 




Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 10, cross canal to boat launch.

Map #




Travel Route: Downstream, first Island on the left.

ADC MC 40 A1

Watkins  Island


Boat Access: Water level>7.2 trailer launch, 7.2 -5.0  hand launch  




Swains Lock   Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on Swains lock Rd.  Map #




Cross canal turn right take path to water.  Water level <7.2 trailer     




launch
Pennyfield   Water level >5.0 Aqueduct tunnel impassable,    




use bird sanctuary Left on Falls, Left on River, Left on Pennyfield ADC MC 33 H3


lock Rd.   

           to



Travel Route: Swains lock The really long Island just upstream 

ADC MC 26 K12


from put in. Pennyfield Watkins Island is directly across and downstream from the put in.  
Wet Bottom


Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5 send trailer down to 





launch first (no turnaround room).  Right on Falls, Left on  

Map #




MacArthur,  Right at Anglers Inn. 

ADC MC 33 H10


Travel Route: upstream Wet Bottom is at top of  Mather Gorge.
Widewater



Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  on Canal 
Map #




Travel Route:  go upstream to where the canal is wide.

Land Access:  Anglers Inn   
ADC MC 33 K11


Travel Route: Towpath  drive across canal turn right go to 






where the canal is wide.  Berma Road  gate at upper parking lot             




opens to Berma Road, Widewater is to the left through the woods          




just past Anglers.(vehicle turnaround at end).

Wing Dam



Boat Access:  Great Falls Park  Right on Falls, Right on                   




MacArthur, into park, cross canal.

Map #




Travel Route: Hand launch into fish ladder channel, go upstream ADC MC 33 G9


around Olmstead Island, Wing Dam is across from the top of 





Olmstead Island.

Yellow Falls


Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level < 3.2 John boat only.

Map #




Water level >7.5 send trailer down to launch first 

  




(no turnaround room).
ADC MC 39 C1


Travel Route: Downstream, pass Offutt, Hermit and Perry Islands,  Yellow Falls lies to the right of Turkey and Vaso Islands.

Z Channel



Boat Access: Little Falls Dam  Right on Falls, Left on MacArthur,  




Right on Clara Barton Pkwy, to lock 5, cross canal, turn right, pass Map #




Lock 6,  take second path on left to launch.  This launch is between 




the Little Falls Dam and the Feeder Dam for the Kayak channel. 

ADC MC 40 F6


Travel Route: Downstream, into kayak channel, channel splits,  one  part continues straight,  Z channel cuts back.  Split in channel occurs  right near lock 6.

Z Turns
Land Access:  Great Falls Park.  Right on Falls, Right on MacArthur to Park.

Map #
Travel Route: drive vehicle across canal,  turn left, take  “O” Deck trail, go down to river above falls, Z Turns is the beginning

ADC MC 33 G9
drops above the MD side falls. 

Boat Access:  Anglers Inn  Water level >7.5  send trailer down to launch first (no turnaround room). 

Travel Route: go upstream, right to the Falls. Z Turns is the beginning drops above the MD side falls. 
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